	Running head: BECOMING A COMMUNITY ORGANIZER 2
	1



	BECOMING A COMMUNITY ORGANIZER 2
	2








Becoming a Community Organizer Reflection 2

[bookmark: _GoBack]















Introduction
	 This reflection paper will take a look at and discuss the case of the Light-Rail Transit (Thompson Nikrin, a.d.). A brief summarization will be given as to the challenges that were faced within this community that was indecisive about incorporating this transit system. Any obstacles, actions taken, and progress achieved contained within the following case will be given in the reflection below.


















Becoming a Community Organizer Reflection 2
	The Longfellow Community Council, or the LCC, which is a council that is comprised of four Minneapolis neighborhoods found themselves in a bit of a bind with some unusual challenges with regard to a project that they were trying to implement in these areas to have a light rail transit (LRT) system put in. The neighborhoods of Longfellow, Hiawatha, Howe, and Cooper was a larger area, and there were some difficulties in organizing residents to have a proper discussion about the implementation of the LRT project. The LRT was a topic of discussion amongst residents and business owners for quite a number of years. However, there were never any clear, concise decisions made until the construction of the LRT line began along Hiawatha Avenue, also known as Highway 55 which reached from the Mall of America in the area of Bloomington to the downtown area of Minneapolis.
	There were concerns form residents that the LRT line would impede upon certain festivals. Festivals such as the Longfellow Summer Street Fest, and other events which attract a huge gathering of people and also bring more revenue for the area(s). Parking for these events was one of the biggest concerns addressed when a survey was done back in 2002. Citizens felt that accommodations would definitely need to be made in this regard. An LCC organizer, Patricia Patche, along with a team of local volunteers came together to put together a plan which would alleviate this issue by presenting their concerns about LRT to the deciding factors. This group of volunteers and staff from LCC put together a group of surveyors that went around door to door gathering up information on the concerns of the affected citizens; especially those that would be most directly impacted; those closest to the LRT line.
	The mediator at these meetings wanted the residents directly affected to be able to voice concerns and brainstorm together about viable solutions. Those who were in attendance were invited to a future meeting where their elected officials would be in attendance also to be asked more specified and direct questions and voice their concerns about the LRT. Patche compiled a packet of pertinent information for these elected officials which was 35 pages in length, and it contained everything from resident feedback about parking, specified results from the community survey that was completed, community meeting information from specific stations, and sample letters that were turned in by the residents that were concerned with the plan for the LRT. Together these representatives and citizens were able to find a solution by the way of creating a park and ride area for commuters and other riders of the LRT.
	This exemplifies good communication practices. Whereas, the citizens were able to participate in the decision making and solution finding processes. This is good practice in the majority of social work settings as it helps build trust between the powers that be and the average person within the community that normally feels as though they do not have much say in what transpires within their own community; it makes the individual feel included in making community decisions. This is definitely something that could and should be put into place by myself in assisting others in almost every type of setting. 
This is even more factual for me since I plan on working with other veterans and military personnel. If there are issues that need resolving, I will have to realize that there is more than likely more than one service member and/or veteran that is dealing with whatever the issue may be; such as post-traumatic stress disorder, as just one example. This is a large scale issue that needs to be addressed on both the individual, community, and political level(s); the individual(s) and their family members deal with this on a firsthand basis, the community sees it happening and needs to know that it is okay to get involved on some level, and the politicians are the voice and advocates for the issue being taken seriously and well as being the best advocate for policy change(s).
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